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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communications: Original Application and IDS filed 3/6/02. 

2. Claims 1-16 are pending. Claims 1, 3 and 16 are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-6, 8-10 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Mangat et al. (herein after Mangat) U.S. Patent No. 6,049,799 filed 5/1/1997 (provided 
by the applicant). 

In regard to independent claim 1, Mangat discloses a means for creating link 
relationships between document objects (Mangat Col 2 Lines 9-13); means for making document 
objects not previously located on the network accessible to users of the network; means for 
distributing link relationships to users of the network (Mangat Col 2 Lines 14-17 and Col 4 Lines 
51-59); and means for enabling users of the network to use link relationships to retrieve the 
document objects not previously located on the network. (Mangat Col 13 Lines 33-40 and Col 18 
Lines 37-44) 
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In regard to dependent claim 2, Mangat discloses wherein a user of the network creates 
one or more link relationships, and the same user makes the document object accessible to other 
users by having the document object (Mangat Col 2 Lines 9-17) 

In regard to independent claim 3, Mangat discloses allowing a first user of the network 
to create a link relationship between the first document object and a second document object that 
is available to other users of the network (Mangat Col 2 Lines 9-17 and Col 4 Lines 51-59); 
storing the link relationship in one or more link directories; making the first document object 
accessible to users of the network (Mangat Col 2 Lines 9-47); providing users of the network 
access to the link relationship; and enabling users of the network to use the link relationship to 
retrieve the first document object, wherein the link relationship provides users of the network 
with information relating the first document object to the second document object accessed by 
users of the network (Mangat Col 2 Lines 14-17 and Col 4 Lines 51-59) 

In regard to dependent claim 4, Mangat discloses wherein the step of providing users of 
the network access to the link relationship comprises providing access to the link relationship 
only to authorized users. (Mangat Col 16 Lines 5-12) 

In regard to dependent claim 5, Mangat discloses further comprising authorizing users 
of the network to perform the allowing step. (Mangat Col 16 Lines 5-12) 

In regard to dependent claim 6, Mangat discloses a first user creating or locating a 
first document object not previously available to other users of the network (Mangat Col 2 Lines 
14-17 and Col 4 Lines 51-59); the first user locating a second document object on the network 
wherein the second document object is related to the first document object in some manner 
determined by the first user; and the first user creating a link relationship between the first 
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document object and the second document object. (Mangat Col 13 Lines 33-40 and Col 18 Lines 
37-44) 

In regard to dependent claim 8, Mangat discloses wherein the first document object 
comprises annotated commentary created by the first user regarding the second document 
object (Mangat Col 5 Lines 10-15) 

In regard to dependent claim 9, Mangat discloses wherein the storage location for the 
first document object on the one or more host computers is determined by a user of the network 
responsible for managing the one or more link directories storing the link relationship. (Mangat 
Col 3 Lines 58-61 and Col 4 Lines 51-61) 

In regard to dependent claim 10, Mangat discloses wherein the storage location for the 
first document object on the one or more host computers is determined by the first user creating 
the link relationship. (Mangat Col 13 Lines 33-40 and Col 18 Lines 37-44) 

In regard to dependent claim 12, Mangat discloses wherein the step of enabling users 
to use the link relationship to retrieve the first document object comprises authorizing users to 
retrieve the first document object. (Mangat Col 16 Lines 5-12) 

In regard to dependent claim 13, Mangat discloses wherein the first user is also 
responsible for the second document object, and the first user is identified as responsible for the 
second document object to other users of the network accessing the link relationship. (Mangat 
Col 2 Lines 65-67 and Col 3 Lines 1-4) 

In regard to dependent claim 14, Mangat discloses wherein other users accessing the 
first document object are presented with one or more link relationships created by the first user. 
(Mangat Col 2 Lines 9-17) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mangat et al. (herein after Mangat) as applied to claim 3 in view of Aldred et al. (herein 
after Aldred) U.S. Patent No. 6,209,036 Bl filed 6/6/1997. 

In regard to dependent claim 7, Mangat discloses transmitting a copy of the first 
document object to one or more servers; determining a storage location for the transmitted first 
document object on one or more host computers associated with the one or more link directories 
storing the link relationship between the first document object and the second document object; 
and storing the first document object on the one or more host computers (Mangat Col 32 Lines 
14-21). 

Mangat does not disclose assigning a network address to the first document object stored 
on the one or more host computers; storing the network address for the first document object in 
the link relationship. However, Aldred mentions a document stored in a network address (Aldred 
Col 7 Lines 41-60). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply Aldred 
to Mangat, providing Mangat the benefit of storing the document in a network address field for 
location of the document. 

In regard to dependent claim 15, Mangat does not disclose wherein the network 
address for the first document object is stored in a network address field of a link reference to 



Application/Control Number: 10/090,740 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2178 

the first document object However, Aldred mentions a document stored in a network address 
(Aldred Col 7 Lines 41-60). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
apply Aldred to Mangat, providing Mangat the benefit of storing the document in a network 
address field for location of the document. 

In regard to dependent claim 16, Mangat does not disclose wherein the created link 
relationship comprises a link reference including a network address containing a bookmark. 
However, Aldred mentions a links stored in a bookmark (Aldred Col 4 Lines 10-15). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply Aldred to Mangat, providing 
Mangat the benefit of which will be beneficial for searching links at a later time. 

7. Claims 11 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mangat et al. (herein after Mangat) as applied to claim 3 in view of Kleinburg U.S. Patent 
No. 6,112,202 filed 3/7/1997. 

In regard to dependent claim 11, Mangat does not disclose further comprising a step of 
targeting users of the network to which access to the link relationship will be provided by 
designating characteristics of the targeted users. However, Kleinburg mentions links returned 
based on user specification (Kleinburg Col 4 Lines 34-53). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to apply Kleinburg to Mangat, providing Mangat the benefit of return 
links based on user specifications and characteristics to ensure the user receives correct links. 

In regard to independent claim 17, Mangat discloses creating a link relationship 
between the first document object and a second document object, which is any document object, 
selected by the user (Mangat Col 2 Lines 9-13). 
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Mangat does not disclose entering one or more user characteristics; comparing the 
entered characteristics to available user characteristics; targeting users using the comparison; 
and transmitting the document object to the targeted users. However, Kleinburg mentions links 
returned based on user specification (Kleinburg Col 4 Lines 34-53). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply Kleinburg to Mangat, providing Mangat the benefit of 
return links based on user specifications and characteristics to ensure the user receives correct 
links. 



Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Edwards et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,562,076 B2 issued 5/13/2003 

LaMarca et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,582,474 B2 issued 6/24/2003 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Londra C Burge whose telephone number is (571) 272-4122. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 746-7239 (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 746-7240 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Or: 

(703) 746-7238 (for after-final communications) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 




Londra C. Burge 
11/8/04 



STEPHENS. HONG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



